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Hungry bats get help from Brisbane F

City Council. ST

BAT RECOVERY PROJECT

Due to drought and unseasonal cold weath
flying-foxes and other wildlife acrossis

Qld were seriously affected by starvation. :
Many flying-foxes died in suburban back- : *
yards as a result. The majority of animals AR
reported were very young bats, those born 4
October 2006, or older animals with no tee o oy
therefore less able to find food. Bat Care -
Bri sbaneds hel pline
the service in a 2 month period. Unfortu-
nately most were for dead and dying animal%
Many flying-foxes were staying by the clos-
est and most available food source. Itis un- 5 sympathetic and supportive press. From
common for bats to fly through the day and the hundreds of calls for starving animals we
many were found st ayonlytook90 flyingfoxes into care that could

yards eating less desired citrus fruit and rely pe saved and rehabilitated. Many of the calls
ing on Cocos Palm fruits. These foodswere we r ¢ f or mul ti pl e an

not sustaining them and many died or were yards. A tragic consequence of misinforma-
attacked by dogs before people reported  tjon and a lack of compassion from the gen-
them. Most people calling our service were era| public who have for years not had the
afraid of disease but once told these animal correct information about the environmental
were in fact starving many people were will- importance of bats or of the low infection
ing to help the bats, either by putting out frui rate of Australian Bat Lyssavirus. We could
or by reporting them early enough to save  npaye saved more of these poor suffering ani
them. mals if people were informed correctly.
Needing to alert the communitytowhatwasg 35t Ccare Bri sbaneds
occurring, Bat Care Brisbane initiated the  and our volunteers did a wonderful job trying
majority of the media; thankfully they gave  tg save flyingfoxes. (continued on page 3)

DATE CLAIMER
Rehabilitation Workshops @ North & South.

We have organized 4 work- lease. Get answers to your quesSOUTH-SIDE

shops to run consecutively, two tions see what viable injuries are8TH October 3@ 8.30 pm
northside and two southide. and what are not. Hopefully (or 6TH November @ 8.30 pm
They will be different work- sadly) we will have a baby or  Carindale Library meeting
shops for your side of town so two to show cleaning and feed- Room.

please make a point of coming ing. Bring your rescue kits and NORTH-SIDE

along. These are intended to  baby bed. 31st October @ 8.30 pm
teach you how to assess an 19th November @ 8.30 pm
injured animals and the treat- Save these dates to your diary: Downfall Creek Education
ment of that animal until re- Centre.
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ARAGED
ungry bats enjoy the hospitality at Warra Animal
helter.

Calendar of
Events

. RSPCA OPEN DAY
Fairfield Animal Shelter
7TH October 10&#Apm

o 6 OUTSI DE &
VALG

Osprey House Griffin
7TH October 10&2pm.

. SOUTHESIDE TRAINING
8TH Octobe®8B.30 pm

&

6TH Novembed 8.30 pm
Carindale Library meeting Room.

. NORTHFSIDE TRAINING
31ST Octobei 8.30 pm

&

19TH Novembe¥ 8.30 pm
Downfall Creek Education Centre

. BATTY BOAT CRUISE
28TH October
Mowbray Park 4 pm

. &1 DS DAY OUT®

4TH October 10 a8 pm Mt Coot
-tha Botanic Gardens

. BATTY BOAT CRUISE
18TH November
Mowbray Park 4 pm

e MEMBERS

BATTY BOAT CRUISE
2ND December
Mowbray Park 4 pm

. BATTY BOAT CRUISE
9TH December
Mowbray Park 4 pm

ALI VE




Page 2

Brisbane Bat Chatter
Batty Boat for Members & Supporters, Christmas Cruise

BCB has organized a special Christmas

boat cruise for our supporters, our mem-

bers, their families, and their baby bats.

This will be the most entertaining night of

fun while we travel up the river to In-
dooroopilly Island to watch the fly out.

Al ong the way we
the cutest babyd c
the raffle.

Baby Competition Batagories will be:
(voted by member choice)

The most festive baby

The most handsome boy baby

The prettiest girl baby

The best decorated dummy

The wildest hair do baby

The baby with the biggest feet

The battiest smelling baby

The baby with the best bed

The battiest looking foster mum or dad
The battiest BCB member

There are exciting
prizes to be won!!!
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Where & when :-
Mowbray Park

2nd December, 4.00
sharp .

We have a heavily discounted fair {iareavéry popular and book out very

especially for members ~ pay only

$16.00/head.

We need an expression of inter-

est and a deposit ASAP, we
need 85 passengers to fill this
boat with our members and
their families or it will not run.
Donot

i1y and
have some fun together.
To book email
inffo@bats.org.au
Or call Louise

The Batty Boat winds
River to Indooroopilly Island flying  -fox colony
where we watch the colony fly out at sunset to
feed across the suburbs.

di sappoin
come along with friends & fam-
show yo

ito

Electrocution of flying-foxes

As we come into baby season there i
greater incidence of electrocution as

mothers come to rest on wires then ina

vertently are electrocuted. The baby

survive sometimes up to 4 days, so it
important to check every electrocuted
bat you see when driving around Bris
bane. If you see one please record th

following: Date, number of animals,

species, sex, closest pole number an
street address. Call or text this throug
to the Bat phone 3821 2341for our ret
cords. Please also report all electrocu

animals to energex so other bats are
drawn to their death.If a baby is on th

lines or on its mother, a vaccinated card

must be present to receive the baby
when Energex removes it.

Energex Customer service ling
131253
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Wildlife Friendly Fencing

Tol ga Bat
Friendly Fencing
the community to the fact that bats

and other wildlife face cruel and horri

deaths in our urban environments.
Barbed wire is being erected daily
across our suburbs for security fenc-
ing. BCB will be helping with the
urban story for the project. We need

to alert contractors and other users tq

the horrors of using and promoting B
W. We need them to start offering
wildlife friendly fencing options to
their clients. We will be asking the
community to reject B/W in their
neighbourhood. TBH will be produc-
ing bookmarks for BCB members to

give out at rescues and events to pro

mote this wonderful project through-
out Brisbane.

www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com

~
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Other Batty Boat Cruises

WPSQ Brisbane Branch runs regu
Cruises to Indooroopilly Island

through the summer months to wa
the flying-fox fly out. These cruises

quickly. The money raised from

for the welfare of bats. Please help
support this worthy cause by putting
flyers up at your work place or by
promoting them to your friends. W¢

stantial grant from last years Batty
Boat Cruise profits.

t others

. pl ea
book online
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these cruises goes to a Grant syst¢m

were very fortunate to receive a sup-

S

Big picture sub committee

Asgroopvdf rhaimberd recently
rg6t to§etterdto forf a aubedni-
mittee to work
This group will prepare and de-
liver information for the web
site, write submissions and let-
ters to State, Federal and Local
Governments about issues per-
taining to the long term welfare
of Flying-foxes throughout Qld.

Davebs manual

There are still a couple of Dave Pin-
s 0 n 6 s -fox manuals pft. Pay the

bulk price of $25 and save. This is an

amazing resource for the dedicated
bat carer. To keep a copy aside call
Louise on 3821 2341
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http://www.wildlife.org.au/store/specialevent.html
http://www.wildlifefriendlyfencing.com
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Hungry Bats get help from Brisbane City Council (from Page 1)

Our volunteers were witness to some  and robust animals. 58 animals
appalling cruelty and were upset and  were released with only 7 need-
saddened by t he nuingextratime forinjuriesto heala s i
performed while holding the suffering These were rehoused with carers.
animal. Being informed about the plight \yith native trees flowering in the

of bats and knowing how gentle and  yegion and the weather improving

what wonderful creatures they are, we hope the released bats are

makes this job all the more difficult. strong enough to once more

Flying-foxes suffer terribly from human 5ckje the suburbs. To learn how

ignorance more than being torn by to navigate our urban environ-

barbed wire or tortured in netting. ment without coming to more = ) :
With the generous support of Brisbane harm. We wish them luck. Natural Areas team BCC refit the nursery into
City Council, 65 of the fittest flying With many thanks going to Bris- a flight aviary for Bat
foxes were housed in a propagation  pane City Council for making bats. Below: Much healthier bats ready to go!

nursery, beautifully converted intoa g possible, without the flight
flight aviary. Here the young bats were ayiary the recovery and release of

well fed each night with fruit and high  hese little bats would have been
protein supplement powder by a team ¢ yuch slower.

volunteers. In the 6 weeks they were
held they were able to fly when inspire WANTED :
and able to fill their tummies. It was

heartening to see them go from skinn
bedraggled and ill, to bright, energetic

Newsletter Editor, Publisher
software and editor skills
needed.

Fundraiser Chocolates

Some members have a sweet tooth when it comes to our fundraiser chocolates! They are not as hard
to sell as you might think. Download the 06Bats
you help to educate at the same time. The money raised from the sale of chocolates goes to our or-
phan creche and release i so the more money we raise from chocolates the lower your creche fees

wi || be. Don6t rely on other members to support
can have a mixed box or Freddo Frogs, Picnic bars, Time Out, Honey Nougat, Summer Rolls, Cara-
mello Koalas and other favourites. There are 48 bars to a box, $1 per chocolate with 50c coming to
BCB. We will announce our champion chocolate seller for the year on our special batty Boat Cruise.

GOING BATTY AT DAISY HILL KOALA CENTRE

Daisy Hill Koala Centre invites vari- the month of August, printed many
ous wildlife 0rganisati0n§ each brochures and pamphlet and gave
month to show case their work. up there weekends.

Bat Care Brisbane was invited for A big thankyou to the staff and rang-
the month of August. Thanks to ers at Daisy Hill Koala Centre for the
Dai sy Hill Koal a Cgpportunity.

lease, we had a great first weekend.
The sausage sizzle was a great suc-
cess and enjoyed by many visitors.
Koala Centre staff supplied the food
and cooked it too.

We also had bat mask making for
the young at hear
Group of the Mont
tive and opportunity to talk to the
public about the importance of bat's
in our Environment.

| %% Poor koalas took a back seat while Gilbert was
| V.i{‘ on show, he enjoyed the limelight and some
d
!

Thankyou to all members who little people wanted to be just like Gilbert.

manned the batty stall throughout
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