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UPDATE YOUR CALENDAR! 
 

SEPTEMBER  

Sunday 12th  

7am Fodder Forest working Bee  

Thursday 23rd  

10.30am -12 Letôs go Batty, Kids 
activities Downfall Creek  

OCTOBER  

Sunday 10th  

7am Fodder Forest working Bee  

Sunday 10th  

10am ï 3pm -  Beds to Branches 
baby flying - fox training day  

Wednesday 13th  

1.30pm -  UQ Presentation Japa-
nese Eco/Wild animal Studies  

Sunday 24th  

4pm -  Batty Boat Cruise  

Sunday 31st  

4pm -  Halloween at the Black 

Swamp  

NOVEMBER  
 

Sunday 14th  

7am Fodder Forest working Bee  

Sunday 21st  

4pm Batty Boat Cruise  

Sunday 28th  

Christmas Party TBA  

Saturday 27th  

5pm ðBat Watch with Gilbert 

Sparkes Hill BBQ fly -out talk  

DECEMBER  

Sunday 5th  

4pm ðBatty Boat Cruise  

Sunday 12th  

5pm ðBat Watch with Gilbert BBQ 
fly -out talk TBA  

 

For more details on these and other 

events visit our website  

www.bats.org.au  

Business Name 

Brisbane Bat Chatter  

Issue No. 12: September 2010 -  November 2010  

 

 

It seems such a short space of time since we had our 2009 annual general 
meeting. We fast - forwarded into 2010 with the busiest year on record for 

our rescue phone service and events.  

The AGM was held at Indigiscapes on Sunday, 27 June. The management 
committee provided a report to members on the business and audited fi-
nancial position of the association, and all the activities and achievements 

undertaken in the last financial year.  

The President, past and current, Louise Saunders read her report and 
thanked everybody for their unending contributions in time and support to 
help our beloved bats. It was a hard year emotionally for rescuers and car-

ers with our special thanks went to those very kind souls.  

Dorothy McGilvray then took the floor and tabled the audited financial re-
port and our income, outgoings, assets and liabilities for the year. We cer-
tainly need to raise funds, so please help us to sell chocolates.  Contact 

Dorothy if you can help with this!  

Following the formal process, the management committee stood down 
and Paul Goodwin very kindly agreed to be the Chairperson for the pro-
ceedings to elect the new committee. We didnôt have any new nominations 
for President. Louise was again nominated to be President and she gra-
ciously accepted. The other nominations put forward and accepted are 
Jane Brightman, Vice President; Dorothy McGilvray as Treasurer, and 

Jenny Lang as Secretary.  

We have wonderful support from our Team Leaders in the roles of mem-
bership secretary, grants/fundraising coordinator, data coordinator, news-
letter officer, events coordinator, educational officers, training officer and 
social media officer. We also have an independent advisor on workplace 
health & safety matters, and web master who kindly helps us with all the 
updates. All of these people contribute in countless ways to making us a 

successful organisation.  

Please let me know if you would like to contact any of the team leaders 
with offers of assistance and maybe think of nominating yourself next 

year - itôll be here in a blink.  

Jenny  

Secretary  

Right: Louise (President) 

& Jenny (Secretary) pre-

paring the AGM  
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Well team what an amazing winter!  I thought 2007 was a tough year but this 

winter has been extremely difficult for bats right along the east coast of Aus-

tralia. When you have flying - foxes jumping off the bottom of Victoria, trying to 

reach Tasmania to unknown food resources, ending up on oil rigs and washed 

up on the shore, we have to be very alarmed. They are also flying to Adelaide 

across barren lands to survive on street plantings of coral gums, then flying 

hundreds of Kilometres back into Victoria. Things are grim. Researchers Peggy Eby and Billie Roberts 

are worried for their future and so am I. We are all trying to make a difference in a world of indiffer-

ence but honestly I do believe we do make a difference to the lives of bats.  I estimate we have lost 

the majority of October born 2009 to hunger. Populations cannot sustain mortality on this scale. They 

have been coming in with skinny little bodies, no energy and eyes as big as saucers, they look back 

with obvious misery. With over 100 calls into the service each week for over 10 weeks our volunteers 

definitely deserve accolades for their wonderful work. Thanks also to all of our donors, your donations 

have been so vital during this amazing down turn. Without your generosity we would not be able to 

help as many bats as we have this year.  

We have a representative on two committees which will focus on greater educational resources for the 

Qld public. SEQ Catchments and partners are seeking to develop a Flying Fox Education Kit as part of 

the ñImproving landscape resilience to climate change in SEQ: the flying-fox roost & forage conserva-

tion pilot projectò, funded by the Australian Governmentôs Caring for our Country program.  The two-

year project aims to improve landscape - level ecosystem resilience in the face of climate change 

through  protecting, restoring and enhancing five roost sites and surrounding habitat for flying - foxes 

in SEQ. The project combines substantial community engagement activities with on -ground works to 

restore and enhance flying - fox habitat. Our group provided  6 community education sessions at flying

- fox camps around Greater Brisbane to not only educate local residents but to find more volunteers 

for monthly monitoring of local flying - fox camps.  For more information on the project, visit  

www.seqcatchments.com.au .   

We also have a representative  within a group of carers and bat specialists to liaise with Biosecurity 

Qld to help advise  about flying - fox related issues in media and information to the public and veteri-

narians. A big positive of this will be a collaborative effort to produce much needed education material 

to better inform people about the importance of bats, about their diseases and about risk mitigation.   

Through all of these associations we hope to produce education material which will help disseminate 

some great positives about living with bats. We have applied for a federal ñcaring for Countryò  grant 

to compliment the above educational resource material to produce literature which will focus on cause 

of harm here in our urban environment such as Cocos palms,  proper use of backyard fruit - tree net-

ting  and barbed -wire entrapment as well as identity literature as needed.  

Talking of grants; we were successful in receiving a Gambling Community Benefit Fund Grant for an 

Education Event Trailer. This trailer will have all of our education equipment as well as audio visual for 

showing power point presentations, movies and photo displays. We are looking forward to getting it 

built and ready for use. We also received an Environmental Grant from Brisbane City Council to help 

us with our phone bills which have been rather horrid. When people call us for a rescue they probably 

do not realize how many calls we need to make to find a rescuer, veterinarian or call people back, 

with the majority being mobile phones this ends up costing us a fortune. Itôs really nice to get a help-

ing hand ðBIG thanks to Brisbane City Council and their grants team.  

A warm welcome to all of our newest volunteers we hope you enjoy being part of 

our batty family, please donôt be shy, call for advice or help when ever you need it, 

the best carers are those who ask tons of questions and drive us crazy!  

Keep well and stay batty ð Louise.  

Presidents Report  

http://www.seqcatchments.com.au/
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Ask GilbertAsk Gilbert  
 

Hello bat fansé 
 

Spring is here at last, Iôm so looking forward to going on 

more outings now the weather is warming up. The education 

team are gearing up for a busy time over the next few months. 

Threatened Species Day, Batty Boat Cruises, more kiddy fun days at Downfall Creek 

all this and more.  

Baby season is coming fast so Iôm on my best behaviour , I spread my wings when 

asked, I meet people eye to eye and I even make sure Iôm smelling sweet!!! (well I 

try!) Those pesky babies like to steal my limelight so Iôve got to be so, so cute or I 

may get left behind.  

Donôt forget to visit me on my own facebook and tell me some bat jokes!  

Just go to ñGilbert the Batò. 

Love Gilbert.  Remember: Hang on and hang loose!  

Looking for the perfect Looking for the perfect 
gift?gift?   

Sterling silver bat pendant, set with cubic zirconias on a sterling 

silver chain, with matching studs -  Just $65 for the set and avail-

able only at Planet Silver, Carindale.  
 

For every set sold, Planet Silver will donate $15 to Bat Con-
servation & Rescue QLD!  

 

Come down to Planet Silver at Westfield Carindale and buy today!  

Sign up for a loyalty card to get great deals and discounts!  
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Iõm Jordyn Dahms and I am eight years old. I do volunteer 

work for Bat Conservation & Rescue, with my mum, at the 

Release Cage in Cleveland. 

I started working there when my mum signed up earlier 

this year. We are there every Friday. I chop and sort the 

fruit, clean and fill the troughs, and help mum pull them 

up again. Their favourite food is banana ð they love it! If 

you donõt want flying foxes to eat your fruit, then plant 

lots of native flowering shrubs and trees, this will make 

them very happy. 

Not many people like Flying Foxes. They think theyõre 

creepy and dangerous. I donõt think so. I love their cute lit-

tle faces and the way their noses and ears twitch when they 

hear or smell something. Theyõre also very important as they spread the growth of trees which means 

more forests. 

It makes me really sad when they get caught on power lines, barbed wire fences and tangled in fruit net-

ting, especially if they have a little pup with them.  

Thatõs when they come to BC&R. Volunteers will take care of them and feed them until they are healthy 

enough to move to the release cage. They stay there for a while, eating lots of yummy food, until they are 

ready to go back to where they belong. I love watching them being released and flying off to be with their 

friends. I canõt wait until Iõm old enough to care for some myself.   

 

Next time youôre thinking green, catch the 

train and check out the murals at the  

Norman Park train station.  There are 

amazing HUGE paintings of flying - foxes, 

well worth a visit ðmake the stop!  



5 

Bat Conservation & Rescue Qld Inc., Rescue. Education. Conservation. Habitat. www.bats.org.au  for rescue call 0488 228 134 

The Queensland Conservation Councilôs Walk against 

Warming rally on Sunday, 15  August was a great success. 

The rally, a week before the election put the spotlight on 

the issue of climate change. QCC estimated that 8,000 ï 

10,000 people came along with banners and posters. 

From the starting point at King George Square, QCC 

handed out 50,000 flyers to participants to letter box drop 

their residential area.  .  It was a beautiful, hot morning 

and the marchers and shoppers were all in a good mood.  

After the opening welcome and speeches from Jack 

Thompson and Toby Hutcheson we started out by walking 

backwards. Iôd not heard of this approach before, but the 

point is that we are going backwards on climate change!  

Ian and Louise Saunders carried the banner for BCR and 

Caitlin Fairchild and Margaret Lang supported with beauti-

ful baby posters. The rally started in King George Square 

and headed off along Adelaide Street, down Edward, 

around the corner to Mary and then along George back 

along Adelaide Street to the square  

Guest speakers included Ian Lowe, President of the Aus-

tralian Conservation Council and Linda Selvey, CEO 

Greenpeace.  

As you know, flying - foxes all along the east coast have 

suffered terribly this year with scarce food resources. We 

need to be out there educating the public on the essential 

role that flying - foxes play in pollinating our native forests.  

Keep a look out for my emails or the events listing on the 

BCR web page.  Come along with family and friends and 

join us at other events.  

Jenny Lang, Secretary  

Bat Conservation & Rescue 

Qld Inc banner  

Above: Louise & Ian Saunders 

parading the Banner with pride  

 
 3 ñKids Day Outò at 

Mt Coot - tha Botanic 

Gardens. This was our 

3rd year participating 

at this fabulous Bris-

bane City Council 

event. A very clever 

mum made this outfit 

for her son who loves 

bats, we introduced 

him to Gilbert. Gilbert 

was impressed!  

 4Go Batty activities 

making masks and 

wings at Downfall 

Creek Environment 

Centre are always 

fun ðwe tell the kids 

not to jump from tall 

buildings, the seat is 

ok!  
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MY MEMBER PROFILE  

Hi! My name is Nanette!   Iôm an Aquarium ï sucker for causes!   Practical ideal-

ists! On reflection I have been involved in óunpopularô causes, over time!  Not de-

liberately ï I consider that it is my ógutô intuition that has guided me.  My children 

suffered great embarrassment at my involvement in feminist issues, when they 

were young, including the abortion issue.   None of their friendôs mothers did regu-

lar counselling for women/girls with unintended pregnancies!   Nor did they give 

regular talks to sixth year medical students at Herston Medial School on the Social 

Implications of Pregnancy along with other speakers from óRight to Lifeô and the 

hospital óSocial Workerô.  My granddaughter was traumatised by being pushed in 

her stroller in the óReclaim the Nightô march, many, many moons ago.  My eldest 

daughter was with me in parliament house, during the óPregnancy Termination 

Billô debate, when three of Joôs National Party members crossed the floor and 

voted against him (Yeah!) It was the beginning of the end of Joôs era.  Unfortu-

nately, not the end of abortion issue ï still ongoing.  

 

How did I get involved with bats???   Well, one day at the first Tree Planting 

weekend at the Woodford Folk Festival site (where I have also done a lot of volun-

teering),   I met my first bat ï an orphan.   I put my name down to be involved, 

and the rest is history.  
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I did some training with óBat Care Brisbaneô and was then called out to óstand byô 

whilst Energex workers removed a dead, adult, female, black bat with a live baby óon

-boardô.  Passers -by had heard his cries for ómumô.  I took both home and buried 

mum -  she was perfect.   I called the baby óBoy Georgeô.  Boy George slept by my bed 

in a basket and taught me to feed him four hourly and also to give him lots of 

grooming care.   Another Bat Care Member became his óday-care -mumô whilst I was 

at work for two days per week.  

Boy George did all the normal, bat behavioural things that he should do.   It was all 

new for me and I loved it!   I was on a huge learning curve, and that is still ongo-

ing.   So much to learn!   Boy George is hopefully a big, strong boy, doing well and 

charming the girls.  

My first rescue was traumatic!!!!!!!   The bat was a pregnant mum in a netted, back-

yard fig tree.   The owner was well -meaning but would not allow me to cut any 

leaves, branches or fruit!!!!!!!!!   It did not go well!   However, I have since conducted 

better rescues, where several of my bats have survived!! How good is that!   I find it 

easier when there are óhelpersô to assist.  I have been handing rescued bats on to 

other carers who are set up to rehabilitate more efficiently than I have been able to 

do.   é Such a good system! 

I have recently moved to new premises in Wolffdene and have ómulled overô the is-

sue of the low, barbed wire fence around the seven and a half acres.   Bats fly each 

night, high overhead and there has never been a history of bat -entrapment in the 

last fifteen years.   Imagine my shock to see a bat trapped in the front fence re-

cently.   Unfortunately she did not make it.   The very next day I sighted another bat 

in the óbottle brushô tree outside my front verandah ï she had a different injury and 

may hopefully recover.   I have since installed óflouroô tape on barbed wire close to 

óbat-foodô trees. 

When considering óunpopular causesô, bats today, are not always considered to be a 

óniceô topic!  It reminds me of the óabortion debateô days ï many óintelligentô people 

dismiss the plight of bats ï they donôt want to know about it.  I think my kids hesi-

tate to mention to some of their friends that I am a bat person! Oh well -  now Iôm a 

ómature ageô person ï it can be put down to my óeccentricityô.  Iôm OK with 

that!   BATS RULE!  
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Check Out These China  

Choppers! 

This little one is a óGreater Broard-Noseô, 
one of many babies raised by the dedi-
cated Olsens.  Thank you Jamie for send-
ing in the great pic!   

 

Method:  

You can use a food processor for this if you have one other wise just use a hand beater or mixer. 

Grate carrots finely and put aside. 

Mix eggs, sugar, oil and vanilla in the food processor until smooth.   Add carrot and remaining ingredients.   (Add larger 
amounts of spices for a darker, spicier cake.)   Process enough to combine everything thoroughly , but do not overmix. 

Turn mixture into a 10 cup capacity ring pan.   If pan has a tendency to stick, line it first with strips of plastic cling film or bak-
ing paper.    

Cover pan with a lid or plate. 

Microwave on Medium High power for 10 minutes or until top and bottom look just dry and centre springs back.    Turn out 
and cool. 

Icing:  

Place butter, lemon rind and juice in a medium sized bowl. Microwave at full power for 20 seconds or until butter is 
soft.   Add icing sugar and mix with a knife until smooth and creamy.   Spread on slightly warm cake. 

�&�X�W�W�H�U�·�V���4�X�L�F�N���&�D�U�U�R�W���&�D�N�H�&�X�W�W�H�U�·�V���4�X�L�F�N���&�D�U�U�R�W���&�D�N�H  
Super quick & delicious from the microwave  

Lemon Butter Icing Ingredients:  

 

1 Tbsp butter 

1 1/2 Tbsp lemon juice 

1 1/2 cups sifted icing sugar 

1/2 tsp finely grated lemon rind (optional) 

Cake Ingredients:   

    

2 cups finely grated carrot 

2 eggs 

1 cup sugar 

3/4 cup oil 

1 tsp vanilla 

1 1/4 cups flour 

2-3 tsp cinnamon 

2-3 tsp mixed spice 

1 tsp baking soda 

1/2 tsp salt 
�*�L�O�E�H�U�W�·�V���W�L�S�����7�R�S���Z�L�W�K��

walnuts to garnish!  

 

Did You 
Know?  

 

Gilbert eats  

butter-

flies!  

 

 


